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the public the interaction which takes place when people
work and study together.
THE SCHOOL AND THE COMMUNITY WORK
TOGETHER
Success has already attended organized school-community
programs which have demonstrated in different types of com-
munities the effect the study of such family problems as diet,
housing, clothing, and recreation has on the health and gen-
eral well-being of the people. Many experiments of this na-
ture are fast becoming recognized parts of the school, for
example, the Florida and other programs referred to earlier,
which are organized for people from elementary to adult years
and are based on the social, intellectual, and economic levels
of the specific communities where the study goes on. In
Florida, one result has been that old houses have been im-
proved and new homes built
Similar school studies in Kentucky have been combined
with home experiments with gardens and chicken and goat
raising, and have resulted in changed diet practices for many.
In Vermont, Pennsylvania, and New Hampshire educational
experiments in food and nutrition, clothing, and housing are
also, being sponsored by the Sloan Foundation. Although the
studies are an beginning stages and largely in rural areas, their
significance lies in the fact that through study of problems
close to the needs of the people and the community life, aca-
demic learning is increased rather than reduced. In these
districts, achievement tests and observation have already
shown pupils greatly improved in knowledge, in reading and
computing ability, and in social understanding.3
Organization of a community family life education pro-
gram should move slowly, the first requisite being to get
3 Harold F. Clark, Maurice Seay, and H. E. Nutter, "Community Experi-
ments in Kentucky and Florida," Educational Method, 20:6:274-280, March,
2941.